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DEVELOFNENT OF POCAICHNTAS COUNTY

+1 7 in TGhe
facts concerning the development of this county in

=TS

i T iry which were momentous years
ecade of the nineteenth century which were &

"or FPocahontas @ounty.)

fell v s the dinter of
In December 1890 a great snow fell ¥nowm as the "wint

i und th of more than three
the deep snow;" it lay on the ground to a depth of mox
md the 1at 1lonel Jchn
feet. While that deep snow lay on the ground the late Colo

. McGraw of Grafton made a visit to this county and purchased th
Tarms Imown as liarlins Bottom for a town site, now lmown as lMar-
linton and the county seat of Pocahontas.
At The Time Col., NcGraw purchased Marlins Bottom, historic
Funtersville was the County seat. The purchase of the town site
by Colonel licGraw was the first intimation that county pecople had
of a proposed railway development;. Colorel MNeCraw, who had invested
argely in lands elsewhere in the county never ceased trying to
interest capitalists in this county end develop it Wluh a railroad,
His tireless energy was rewarded. The Greenbrier Railway was built
ané Tfinished to Marlinton in 1901. The Coal and Iron was built
soon after to connect with it at Durbin. Intw two yeaIB'Poqahaﬁtas
Ceunty changed from being one of the few ccuntles-igitggf
cut a railroad to a county having the greates: railwggiw
any county in the state.

Marlinton began to improve at cnce,
vhe April Texm of Court, 1900, &nd held its first
officers llay 5th 1900,

The first newispaper to be publiished in +the county was 4

Poczhontas Times founded in 1882 a8t Euntersville and moved to
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Herald
Narlinton in 1892. The Pocahontas-/was published in 18384 at

mmtersville and later at Marlinton and ceased to be published

in 1896.
The first telephone to be built in the county Was the lar-

1inton and Beverly telephone line finished to Marlinton in August

1800, That same year telephone lines were built along 211 the

principal roads of +the county .
The first Bank to go into business in the county Was the Bank

of lMarlinton in 1899 and later in the same year, the Pocahonﬁas
Sank was opened. For more than a year these Banks cerried in large

sums of money by special mesSSengers from the nearest express sta-
. +tions from forty five to fifty seven miles distant, cver lonely
rocds. At the time of the railroad development the ngtural re-
sources had never been touched. Vast areas of iron ore lamd in
the east of the county will some day meke Pocezhontas County famous

zs an iron field.
discovered in the nineties that Pocahontas County ha

+ was

a vast supply of marble which is éqﬁéi»ﬁW
found in the United States and it ﬁiil.::"
among the marble éeposits of the worlde.
specialists in marble that the Pocahont
The best evidence that we have that the
they could not purchase it. The citizens
that they have treasures in liarble Ilicunta
tain of marble in Pocahontas County and exv

County we find white, brown and a beautiful
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te take over the Ereat marble area and tale

the comty's re-
sources and money to Some distant city. Let the shipping point be
the Citizens,

The bulk of the timber has bheen telke

n out and floated down
enbriex River by

ore

the St. Lawrence

Boom and Kanufacturing
Company, having Temoved dn $his marer a quarter of a billion
feet of white Pine.
the walnut ang cherry have been talken out by rafting on
the Greenbrier vhich was onge an important industry, rafting
Tloods in +the river being anxiously watied fox,
There were a number of skillful Pilots who could thread
their way with a raft of 50,000 feet of lumber between the rocks
of this swi

LS SWift river,



